20" October 2023

Dear Parents/Carers

It has certainly been a busy half term so far with many events taking place in the academy over the
past couple of weeks. Please see below my update.

Can | start by sending a sincere thank you to all parents and carers for your support this half term. |
have been very pleased by the positive attitude and commitment of all our students in cooperating and
adhering to the academy’s expectations. We really appreciate your support with ensuring your child
attends every day and is equipped and ready for their learning.

GCSE Outcomes 2022-2023

It is with immense pride that | report the published school performance data for academic year 2022/23.
Our academy achieved the best progress data to date at -0.15, a huge improvement from 2019 where
progress sat at -0.71. This set of outcomes also places us as one of the most improved schools in
Oldham with students making better progress than many other schools across the borough. This is a
huge achievement and one that deserves acknowledgment as we continue on our school improvement
journey.

Conflict in Gaza and Israel:

| am sure like me you have been saddened in watching the arising conflict in Gaza and Israel and the
tragic stories of grief and mourning. As a school | am very aware that we must help our young people
to navigate through difficult and complex issues and today a video has been shared from our founder
Steve Chalke. Please note our website also contains links that may be useful for parents to support
your child.

Black History Month

We have been celebrating Black History Month during the month of October, following the theme of
‘Saluting our Sisters.” It has been a great way to recognise the contribution of black people to world
history and in particular this year, take the time to celebrate the position and achievements of black
women in the world. Pupils have been learning about Black History in each of their subject lessons and
through assemblies. As well as this, we are holding a culture day at school in order to use Black History
Month as a platform to celebrate the different cultures within Oasis Oldham and how we can all come
together as one Oasis family.

Attendance

We are all aware of the importance of attendance linked to your child’s progress. A target of 97% will
ensure good progress is made so please ensure good attendance becomes a habit for your child. Can
| also remind parents that holidays during term time are not permitted. The Government does not allow
holidays to be taken during term time and any absence due to being on holiday will be unauthorised
and a fixed penalty notice issued. Please also note the importance of good punctuality, school starts
at 8.30am so do ensure your child arrives in plenty of time.

I would also like to congratulate Year 7 on their excellent attendance to school this term.



Year 11 Mock Examinations will take place from Monday 30" October for two weeks. Students will
sit examinations in all of their exam-based subjects. It is vitally important that your child is in school
every day to sit these examinations so that we can understand what support is required moving
forward. In order to prepare for these examinations independently, students will be provided with a
pack of work to support their studies over the half term break including a guide of how to revise. Please
encourage your child to engage with these tasks.

Wellbeing

We now have a designated page for wellbeing where you can find advice, guidance and support, along
with links to websites and apps that offer advice and information on a range of issues, which you might
find helpful. Please _click here for more information

Free School Meals

We have been notified by Oldham council that this October half term there will be no FSM vouchers,
however, if you are experiencing hardship, you can visit https://www.oldham.gov.uk/wecanhelp to find
guidance on a range of issues such as the cost of bills and food. You can also ring Oldham Helpline
for emergency support: 0161 770 7007, open Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm.

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following:
e Income Support (IS)
e Income-based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA)
e An income-related employment and support allowance
e Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
Child Tax Credit
The Guaranteed element of State Pension Credit
o Working Tax Credit during the four-week period immediately after your employment finished, or
after you start to work less than 16 hours per week.
» Universal Credit, if you applied on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get)

This website helps you to establish if you can claim: https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals

Return to School - Half Term 2:
All students will return to the Academy after the half term break on Monday 30" October at the usual
time of 08.30am.

If you have any questions, please contact the academy on 0161 624 9630 or emall
info@oasisoldham.org

With grateful thanks for your continued support.

Yours sincerely
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Mrs M Dillon
Principal
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