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Statement of Intent - History
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Vision - As the History Department within Oasis Academy
Oldham, our aim is to foster, stimulate and encourage in our
students a sense of curiosity in, and passion for, History both as
an academic subject and a source of fascination in and of itself,
which will remain with our pupils beyond their time as students at
OA Academy Oldham.
Providing a rich and varied curriculum that extends
from the medieval centuries right up to the hugely
significant events of the 20th century, teachers of
History at OAO have the responsibility of equipping
our students with an understanding of how the
world around them has been shaped and formed
by events, at local, national, and international levels.
Taking into account the varied backgrounds of
our students, the curriculum aims to examine the
global significance of events and processes such
as the British Empire or the World Wars through the
impact of these developments at a local level here in
Oldham. Our learners will, therefore, be encouraged
to investigate and question historical events and the
sources through which we interpret them in order to
equip themselves with the essential analytical and
literacy skills vital to success in History and, indeed,
beyond their academic careers. Indeed, as a subject
with profound social and political significance, our
curriculum further aims to mould our students into
thoughtful and critical citizens of modern day Britain
who are capable of navigating the complexities
of society in order for them to maximise their
contribution to life in modern Britain.
Striving to achieve the best possible outcomes
for our students, regardless of race, ethnicity,
religious belief, sexual orientation, gender or socioeconomic background, our ambition, through the
implementation of our curriculum, is to develop in our
students’ confidence, independence and personal
and academic skills which will equip our young
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learners with the attributes vital for a successful and
fulfilling life, in and beyond OAO.

Year 7
Year 7 is a foundational year aiming to introduce
to students some of the key skills and knowledge
necessary for success in History, as well as related
subjects in Humanities and English, the ‘Historian’s
Tool Kit’ is fundamental to this process. Taught
through a series of introductory lessons, students
are familiarised with the tools vital to the pursuit of
History as a rigorous academic subject: for instance,
‘second order concepts’ (such as significance and
causation), source analysis skills (such as inference
and provenance – i.e. nature, origin and purpose),
and chronology and periodization.
Examining the fascinating history of Medieval
England, our students first delve into the exciting
and complex world of Anglo-Saxon England at
the time of the Norman Conquest, scrutinise the
importance of the signing of the Magna Carta
in the reign of King John, and investigate the
causes and consequences of the Black Death
and Peasants’ Revolt. Moving into the early
modern period, students examine the significance
of the Tudor monarchs, in particular the reign of
Henry VIII and seismic events of the Reformation,
before analysing the causes of rebellions and civil
wars in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
Rather than presenting these issues as a series of
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disconnected events across a broad chronological
expanse, students are encouraged to understand
that complex processes, such as the development
of monarchical and parliamentary power, and the
relationship between ruling elites and the labouring
classes, not only helped to define England’s medieval
and early modern past but also shape the current
society we inhabit. Given the focus on royal figures,

students are encouraged to analyse what makes a
‘good’ and ‘bad’ monarch – and compare figures
from different epochs in order to discover key
characteristics of effective monarchs. Significantly,
these issues connect to KS4 topics, particular Crime
and Punishment (Paper One) and Henry and his
Ministers (Paper Two).

What?

Why?

Introduction: The
Historian’s Tool Kit

• Introduces students to essential skills (e.g. source skills) and historical 2nd order concepts (e.g.
causation, significance, continuity, change).
• Introduction to medieval society.

Anglo-Saxon England
and the Norman
Conquest

• Investigation of the qualities of a good king.
• Relationship between kings and their subjects – methods of control.

Controlling England

• Investigation of how a medieval king kept control of the English population.
• Investigation of effectiveness and forcefulness of royal power.
• Links to KS4 Crime & Punishment.

King John and the
Magna Carta

• Investigation of the qualities of a ‘bad’ king – useful contrast with William’s kingship.
• Investigation of the limits on royal power.

Black Death and the
Peasants’ Revolt

• Investigation of the peasantry in medieval England.
• Students to understand the limits of royal power and the beginnings of the power of the general
population.

Henry and the Break
with Rome

• Investigation of royal power under the Tudors.
• Students to understand the significance of Henry’s break with Rome and the Reformation – the
monarch’s power over the Church.
• Links to KS4 Henry and his Ministers.

Religion and Rebellion
in Early Modern
England

• Investigation of religious and political turmoil in early modern England.
• Students to understand the significance of religion as a source of conflict within English and European
society.

Year 8
Year 8 is an important bridging year between KS3
and KS4. However, the topics taught at Year 8 are
vitally significant in their own right, regardless of
whether a student continues studying History at
GCSE. Therefore, Year 8 represents an important
year developing students’ historical knowledge and
academic abilities, in particular their analytical and
literacy skills. Year 8 begins with a reintroduction
to History and its study – the ‘Historian’s Tool
Kit’. Significantly, Year 8 encourages students to
understand the local socio-economic development of
Oldham and the North West through an investigation
of events and processes at a global level, particularly
those associated with the growth and expansion
of the British Empire and its interactions with other
major powers, especially during the two World Wars.
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Year 8
What?

Why?

The Historian’s Tool Kit

• Introduces students to essential skills (e.g. source skills) and historical 2nd order concepts (e.g.
causation, significance, continuity, change).

The British Empire: an
introduction

• Students to understand the significance of the British Empire and its growth in the 1600’s and 1700’s.
• Students to understand the British Empire as a backdrop to developments within England.

Industrial England

• Growth of industrial England.
• Importance of Oldham as a place of cotton manufacture – and its reliance on goods imported from the
colonies.

World War One

• Students to understand the importance of imperialism and competition between European powers to
the outbreak of WW1.
• Role of regiments from North West England.
• Role of colonial troops.
• Effects on women.

Nazi Germany

• Students to understand the rise of fascism and dictatorship in Germany.

World War Two

• Causes of WW2.
• Key rulers.
• Countries and alliances.
• Key events and turning points of WW2.

Oldham and World War
Two

• Home front.
• Role of Oldham/Manchester regiments.
• Role of colonial troops.
• Students understand the significance of the end of WW2 and the fall of the British Empire for Oldham
and migration into the area.
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KS4
We have opted for the Edexcel History specification.
While of course the content of the topics is defined
by the exam board, we aim not to limit our students
by merely ‘teaching to the test’.
Paper

Topic

Paper One

Crime and Punishment in England, c.1000-present day.

Paper Two

A: Henry and his Ministers.
B: The American West.

Paper Three

Weimar and Nazi Germany.

Key concepts taught across
the modules:
• Development of royal and governmental power.
• Development of the Church of England and the
religious power of the monarchy.
• Religious intolerance.
• Genocide.
In order to promote further understanding of the
topics studied above, the History Department intends
to implement after school events where important
documentaries and/or films (e.g. Hitler: Rise of Evil;
Ken Burns’ The American West) can be enjoyed.

The American West

For our HPA students, a wide range of books are
available in the Departmental library relating to KS4
topics (and other areas of History), for example Dee
Brown’s Bury my Heart at Wounded Knee.
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Contact us:
Principal - Miss D Gobbi
Oasis Academy Oldham
Hollins Road
Hollinwood
Oldham
OL8 4JZ
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T. 0161 624 9630
E. Transition.Team@oasisoldham.org
W. www.oasisacademyoldham.org
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@OldhamOasis
www.facebook.com/OAOldham
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