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Statement of Intent - Modern Foreign Languages

MFL
Intent
At the heart of Oasis Academy Oldham’s curriculum
is the commitment to an exceptional climate for
learning and great pedagogy, where learning is
the foundation of every lesson. We have designed
our curriculum to meet the needs of all, striving
for personal as well as academic and vocational
excellence. Through our curriculum, we aim to
achieve outcomes that drive social mobility and
ensure our young people thrive, achieve and flourish
throughout their lives.
There are so many clear personal, cultural, social
and career benefits in being able to communicate
confidently in another language and learning a
language opens up a world of possibilities and
opportunities. Through our knowledge rich MFL
curriculum, we promote students’ curiosity and
problem solving skills as well as deepen their
understanding of not only other countries’ identities
and culture, but also of their own. By gaining a
qualification in a Modern Foreign Language, we are
building students’ communication and literacy skills
as well as preparing them for a globalised world of
work. We want our young people to be enthusiastic,
engaged and challenged individuals with a
knowledge of what lies behind another language: the
richness and diversity of different cultures.
We aim to develop language learners who: are
passionate linguists; are resilient, independent
learners; are confident speakers of a modern foreign
language; have a strong awareness of the culture
of countries where the language they are studying
is spoken and have benefited from opportunities
to experience aspects of the culture through
educational visits and the regular use of authentic
materials; have a sound understanding of the
grammar of the language they are studying, which
includes the ability to apply it in new contexts and
the ability to use and understand a minimum of three
tenses confidently; are inquisitive linguists, having
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developed an understanding of etymology and how
languages are interlinked; are able to progress readily
to the next stage of their language learning and are
proud of their linguistic achievements.

Implementation
The MFL curriculum at Oasis Academy Oldham is
implemented through: an awareness of students’
KS2 MFL experience and the inclusion of stretch
and challenge activities across all year groups
for those identified as high prior attainers and/or
gifted linguists; a learning journey and schemes of
work which are differentiated at KS3 and include
finer differentiation within each module for all year
groups; the expectation that students will use
the target language for routine conversations in
lessons through group talk strategies, which is
built up from Year 7; building on prior grammatical
knowledge whilst regularly revisiting tenses and
other key grammatical points in new contexts to
ensure knowledge is secure; the routine expectation
that students will show resilience in each and
every lesson and are supported in this through
independent learning resources; the central focus
of a range of engaging material, including target
language songs, films and literature; the selection of
contexts which are engaging and relevant to young
people, whilst also setting language learning in real
life situations; ensuring that each year group has
at least one opportunity to participate in a cultural
learning experience which enhances their language
learning experience and a reflective approach to
the continuing professional development of MFL
teachers (an ‘open classroom’ policy, collaborative
planning, a teaching and learning focus to all faculty
CPD).
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It is vital that students have the opportunity to
experience as many of the different sides to learning
a language as possible. In order to support this,
we offer a range of enrichment opportunities both
within and outside of lessons. These include poetry
competitions, opportunities to explore festivals and
traditions in other countries, language taster sessions
in new languages, visits abroad to the countries
where the taught languages are spoken, visiting
speakers from universities and the opportunity to
mentor and teach younger students.
At Oasis Academy Oldham, young people study both
French and Spanish, on a carousel basis, at KS3.
They gain a systematic knowledge of key vocabulary,
structures, grammar and phonics of a new language.
Students will have four lessons a fortnight. In Year
9, students are able to choose to continue with
a GCSE, into KS4, in either French or Spanish.
Students will gain a deeper knowledge of key
concepts as well as a culturally rich understanding of
the countries and culture. They will have five lessons
a fortnight.
The MFL Faculty also supports students who
are already fluent in a home language to gain an
additional qualification where possible.
By the end of KS3, a successful linguist will be
confident in the receptive skills of listening and
reading and the productive skills of speaking,
writing and translation. This will enable them to:
listen for detail; infer meaning; tackle longer and
more complex texts; speak spontaneously; translate
accurately and convey accurate meaning. The most
successful linguists will be able to apply existing
knowledge to unfamiliar situations and produce
language creatively.
Grammar is the foundation of all language learning
and our KS3 topics expose students to the
necessary structures and vocabulary needed to be
a competent linguist. These topics allow students
to develop their understanding in order to further
succeed at GCSE level. They also provide the basis
for future language learning.

Powerful Knowledge
in Languages
Modern languages provide a way of transcending
cultural barriers, allowing students to view their
world from a different viewpoint. It prompts them to
question what is “normal” and provides them with
the ability to embrace that fact that the world is a
rich and diverse place filled with different customs,
perspectives, history, arts, literature and ways of
communicating.
It also affords students the chance to understand
the codes, which exist behind languages, and how
these might interplay, or be at odds with English.
They will be able to recognise that rules and patterns
exist throughout language and that these may well
be influenced by the impact of culture. Students
can start to build a more powerful understanding of
their own language through questioning how we put
together words, sentences and text.
One particularly powerful skill, which is developed in
language learning, is the ability to speak and think
simultaneously. Students are challenged to respond
without preparation in discussions in class and this
leads to them forming strong oracy skills.
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Contact us:
Principal - Miss D Gobbi
Oasis Academy Oldham
Hollins Road
Hollinwood
Oldham
OL8 4JZ
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T. 0161 624 9630
E. Transition.Team@oasisoldham.org
W. www.oasisacademyoldham.org
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