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Instructions for Students
You need this booklet, as well as the one that is printed and
contains the texts of Romantic Poetry. The two booklets work
together. This one contains all the activities and tasks you need.
The other booklet contains the texts you’ll need to read.
This booklet takes you through the work you need to cover
lesson-by-lesson. You should be completing a lesson for every
lesson you miss in class.
If you finish all the work, you can do the following:
1. Test yourself on the vocabulary list.
2. Use the words in the vocabulary list to write sentences
about the poems.
3. Use the words in the vocabulary list in creative writing.
4. Imagine that you are the characters in the poems. Write
about how you feel.
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Lessons
L.O. To explain how the Industrial Revolution and the Age of Reason let to
Romanticism.
Do Now:

Vocabulary: look, cover, write, check to learn the definitions
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New Knowledge: follow the instructions and read the information twice
•

This term, we’re going to learn about a really important part of literature’s history: Romantic poetry.
As will all big movements or changes, it was a reaction to what was going on at the time. We’ll start
by learning about William Blake, who lived through – and reacted against – the Industrial Revolution.
Let’s find out more. Read The Industrial Revolution on p.2.

Task 1: Complete these Multiple Choice Quizzes
Knowledge Check: MCQs
a) Overcrowding in cities was due to…
1. People hating the countryside
2. People enjoying factories
3. People moving to factories to work
4. People moving to continental Europe

b) The value of the natural world was starting to be…
1. Ignored
2. Enjoyed
3. Embraced
4. Remembered

c) The gap between the rich and poor grew
because…
1. Wealth from factories was spread across
people
2. Industrialisation greatly benefitted factory
owners and traders, not factory workers
3. Of overcrowding in cities leading to wealth
inequality
4. Industrialisation greatly benefitted factory
workers, whose wealth grew quickly

d) Blake, who respected, loved and valued nature, would
have been ____________ the Industrial Revolution.
1. Interested in
2. Supportive of
3. Horrified by
4. Neutral about

New Knowledge: follow the instructions and read the information twice
•

As well as the Industrial Revolution, William Blake and other Romantic poets also were reacting
against the Age of Reason, which was a time in society where there was a large focus on science,
logic and reason. Imagine if, in school, you only studied science and maths. Why would this be a
problem? What would you be missing? Read Romanticism on p.3-4

Task 2: Complete these Multiple Choice Quizzes
Knowledge Check: MCQs
a) The Age of Reason was a time when people
valued…
1. Reason, art, logic, order
2. Science, reason, freedom, logic
3. Religion, art, logic, order
4. Reason, science, logic, order

c) Romantics were attracted to revolution
because…
1. They wanted stability and order
2. They wanted to keep logic and reason as
vital
3. They wanted society to change greatly in
England
4. They wanted war and conflict in England

b) Romantics rejected and rebelled against the Age of
Reason because…
1. They wanted to make scientific discoveries
2. They wanted to destroy the monarchy
3. They wanted to undermine the church
4. They wanted freedom for the imagination and for
nature
d) Romantics believed that people should not be…
1. Oppressed or admired
2. Oppressed or marginalised
3. Oppressed or elevated
4. Oppressed or religious
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Task 3: Complete these sentences

Task 4: Complete these sentences
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L.O. To explain how and why Blake wrote Songs of Innocence and
Experience.
Do Now:

Vocabulary: look, cover, write, check to learn the definitions

New Knowledge: follow the instructions and read the information twice
•

Now, let’s look into more detail at William Blake. Remember that, as a Romantic poet, he was
responding to the Industrial Revolution and the Age of Reason. He was inspired by revolution and
thought that we should look with interest and respect at the innocence and purity of children..

•

Read William Blake on p.5
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Quiz: complete this

New Knowledge
•

These are not songs, they are poems. Blake wrote Innocence first, focusing on purity and childhood.
Then he wrote Experience and then he put them together. Look at this image – it says ‘shewing the
two contrary states of the human soul’. In other words, Blake wanted to reveal the two parts of all of
us by writing these poems in two parts.

•

Read and look at the images of Innocence and Experience on p.6-8

Quiz: complete this

Task 1: Complete these sentences

7

L.O. To explain why Blake depicts nature in The Echoing Green as an
idyllic sanctuary.
Do Now:

Vocabulary: look, cover, write, check to learn the definitions

New Knowledge: follow the instructions and read the information twice
•

The image in your booklet is the original engraving that Blake created for the poem. As you can see,
this poem presents nature as an idyllic sanctuary; this is in contrast to industrialisation, which was
destroying nature and the Age of Reason, which was ignoring nature.

•

Read The Echoing Green on p.12-13
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Quiz: complete this

Task 1: Complete this sentence
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L.O. To write a speech persuading the audience of the sanctity of nature.
Do Now:

Vocabulary quiz: Look, cover, write, check

New Knowledge: follow the instructions and read the information twice
•

Today, we’re going to mirror the message of Blake in his poem The Echoing Green but we’re going to
write a speech to the class!

•

First, let’s summarise each stanza of the poem so that we can use this summary to inform our
paragraphs.

•

Include the green words in your summary.
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Task 1:

Now, let’s think about the message of the poem. Blake wanted to emphasise the fact that nature is a
sanctuary and we should preserve it and promote its sanctity. He also wanted to criticise industrialisation
and remind us that the innocence of childhood is reflected in nature. Like the day on the green, the
innocence of childhood is temporary and will inevitably fade. Therefore we much value and try to preserve
it.
In our first paragraph, we’ll describe the beauty, happiness, cheer, hope and joy of nature and of childhood.
In our second paragraph, we’ll describe how adults look nostalgically back at childhood and how nature is a
sanctuary and takes away our ‘care’
Finally, in our last paragraph, we’ll remind our readers that the purity of both nature and childhood are
temporary and so we must value these and understand their sanctity and preserve them as sanctuaries.

Task 2:
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