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Message from the Principal:  

 

I am very pleased to introduce our  school’s GCSE options booklet.  

 

Your child is making one of the biggest decisions of their school career so far: 
which subjects they are going to study at  Key Stage 4 for their final exams. 

 

As a school, we are committed to providing a broad and rich curriculum for all 
of our students. This booklet outlines the options available for students at GCSE 
and gives detail as to what each course entails.   We are pleased to be able to 
offer an extensive range of subjects, including academic, creative and 
vocational choices.  

 

I wish you the very best of  luck in making this extremely important decision.  
Please do not hesitate to contact any member of staff for advice or guidance on 
the options process. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Miss D. Gobbi 

Principal Oasis Academy Oldham 



Guidance Page: 

 

Each week your child will study the following subjects:  

 English - 8 one hour lessons over two weeks 

 Maths - 8 one hour lessons over two weeks 

 Science - 8 one hour lessons over two weeks 

 PE - 2 one hour lessons over two weeks 

 

Four further option choices must be made along with a backup choice for 

each subject.    

 

Unfortunately we cannot guarantee all first choice options for all pupils, 

however we will do our best to accommodate all pupil choices.  Late or 

missing option survey responses may result in pupils being placed in 

subjects that are deemed most appropriate for your child by the academy. 

 

The range of options in this booklet is subject to change, dependent on  

pupil take up and timetable arrangements.  

 



Guidance Page: 

 

Choosing option subjects should be an exciting experience for pupils and 

parents.  We encourage you to engage in conversations with your child 

about  which subjects they would like to take and ensure that they are 

choosing subjects for the right reason.   

 

When choosing subjects we suggest that you encourage your child to think 

about the following; 

 Am I making good progress in that subject? 

 What do I enjoy about it? 

 What will I study on the course? 

 Will I do my best in that subject? 

 What careers might these lead to? 

 

Choices should not be made based on; 

 What my friends are doing 

 My parents want me to do it 

 I like or dislike that teacher 

 

If you or your child have any questions—please do not hesitate to contact  

a member of staff, or to get in touch with your Head of Year. 



Option Choices 
 

 



History 

This course would be ideal for  

anyone who : 

 Enjoys learning about the past 

and the world around them 

 Has a thirst for knowledge and  

studying hard to deepen 

understanding 

 Is resilient and embraces 

feedback to support improvement 

 Is a competent reader who enjoys 

What will you study? 

 Crime and punishment through time. 

 The American West—Cowboys and 

Indians 

 Henry VIII and his ministers 

 Weimar Germany -  What happened 

before Hitler? 

The course is assessed 

With 3 exams at the end of Year 11: 

Paper 1—British Thematic Study =30% 

Paper 2—Period Study and Depth Study =40% 

Paper 3—Modern Depth Study =30% 

Why study? 

History helps you to look at the world in 

a different  way.   

You will learn how to: 

 Organise information to communi-

cate your ideas clearly and effec-

tively 

 Construct an argument 

 Problem solve 

 Select and use evidence 

 Question everything! 

For more information contact: 

Dr Hustwit 

What next? 

After Year 11 you could go on to study : 

 A Level then degree level History or a 

combined course like History and Law 

or History and Politics. 

 The study of History can help to lead to 

careers such as Law, Journalism, 

Research  and Teaching.  

 You don’t even have to study it as a 

subject—you can simply enjoy finding 

out about the past! 

 



Geography 
Geography allows students to perceive 

the elements of human and physical 

geography and gives them the 

independent, analytic and character skills 

to achieve it. Geography contributes to 

academic and social development, as 

students feel a sense of importance and 

responsibility as they understand how the 

world is connected and the importance of 

how one element is shaped by another.  

The curriculum adapts to the ongoing and 

future geographical issues surrounding us. 

It follows a timeline of people and place 

and allows these connections to portray a 

real sense of purpose for the need of 

learning knowledge, concepts and skills.  

Why study? 

 Without geography, you are no where—it is 

interesting and current 

 To be equip with knowledge about diverse 

places, people, resources and the 

environment 

 Geography prepares for the world of work - 

geographers, with their skills of analysis are 

highly employable!  

 Gain an understanding and appreciation of 

the cultures and backgrounds of people from 

all over the world  

 Study the features of the earth - such as 

mountains, rivers and seas - and how they 

were formed  

 Have fun and interesting lessons! 

For more information contact:  

Miss MacAdams 

 

 

 

What will you study? 

 Living with the physical environment: natural 

hazards -  volcanoes, earthquakes, tsunamis, 

flooding and tropical storms, rivers, coasts and 

glaciers and different habitats. 

 Challenges in the human environment: urban 

environments; economic development; recourse 

management food, water and energy. 

 Geographical applications: critical thinking and 

problem solving, analyse and evaluate key 

geographical issues relating to the physical and 

human environment, fieldwork learning outside the 

classroom in both human and physical 

environments. 

The course is assessed  

 Paper 1—Physical Geography = 35% 

 Paper 2—Human Geography = 35% 

 Paper 3—Geographical = 30% 

What next? 

 Continuing geography at 6th form 

 Having global knowledge of culture and places for 

further travel 

 A job in the field of: Travel and tourism, 

Environmental and urban planning, Climate change, 

Conservation and Global citizen  

 



Spanish 

This course would be ideal for anyone 

who loves languages and wants to 

explore other cultures. It would also 

be ideal for anyone who wants to 

travel in the future . 

 

What next? 

After Year 11 you could go on to study 

languages at college but  Spanish is much 

more than just a qualification. It could be the 

start of a life of travel and exploration or an 

advantage in the world of work. 

What will you study? 

 Spanish Language, grammar and 

vocabulary, culture and customs 

 Themes: Identity & Culture; Local 

area, Holiday & Travel; School; 

Future Aspirations, Study & Work; 

International & Global Dimension 

How is the course assessed? 

You will sit an exam at the end of Year 11 

in each of the following skills: Listening, 

Reading and Writing, Speaking. You will 

also have to translate to and from 

Spanish. 

 

Why study? 

 Spanish is the second most widely 
spoken language in the world 

 to learn another language 

 to improve communication skills 

 to improve your cultural 
awareness  

 to make you more employable 

  

For more information contact 

Mrs Thompson or a member of 

the MFL Faculty 



French 

This course would be ideal for anyone 

who loves languages and wants to 

explore other cultures. It would also 

be ideal for anyone who wants to 

travel in the future. 

 

 

What next? 

After Year 11 you could go on to study 

languages at college and university and 

possibly travel to France or work around the 

world. 

Why study? 

 to learn another language 

 to improve communication skills 

 to improve your cultural 

awareness  

 to make you more employable 

 

For more information talk to 

Mrs Thompson or a member of 

the MFL Faculty 

 

 

 

What will you study? 

 French Language, grammar and 

vocabulary, culture and customs 

 Themes: Identity & Culture; Local area, 

Holiday & Travel; School; Future 

Aspirations, Study & Work; 

International & Global Dimension 

How is the course assessed? 

You will sit an exam at the end of Year 11 in 

each of the following skills: Listening, 

Reading and Writing, Speaking. You will also 

have to translate to and from French. 

 



Religious Studies 

This course would be ideal for anyone 

who  enjoys learning about what’s 

important to others, reflecting upon 

their own experiences and the 

experiences of others around them to 

make moral and ethical decisions and 

express opinions about issues facing 

the world today. You don’t have to be 

religious!!!! 

What next? 

After Year 11 you could go on to study Youth 

work, Community work, Charity work, Social 

work, Medical profession, Community Liaison, 

Forces and Public Services, International Work  

 

 

 

What will you study? 

Belief in God in Christianity and Islam 

Peace and Conflict 

Crime and Punishment 

Marriage and the Family 

The course is  assessed  by two exams. 

 

Why study? 

 Explore your own opinions 

 Help make moral decisions that 

you may face in life 

  Understand the community  and 

world around you 

 

For more information talk to 

Ms Hale  or Mrs Neild 



Art 

What next? 

After Year 11 you could go on to study: 

 A-Level Art, textiles, fine art, graphics,      

fashion, 3D design, photography 

 Btec National Diploma—Art 

 Foundation Art 

Possible job avenues include: 

Artist, Teacher, Fashion designer, Sales buyer, 

Shoe designer, Photographer, Furniture 

designer, Magazine editor, Architect, Interior 

designer,   Jewellery designer, Ceramicist, 

Sculptor, Landscape Artist, Hairdresser, Make

-up artist, Costume designer, Set designer.   

The course 

 GCSE Art—Awarding body: AQA 

 Pupils will complete a minimum of two pieces 

of portfolio work throughout Year 10 and 11. 

 Typically pupils complete 2D and 3D projects 

and follow exciting topics of work such as     

Architecture, Fruits of the Sea, Micro Biology 

and Masks  (Portfolio = 60%) 

 In Year 11 pupils will take an Art examination 

(not written) which will be completed over a 

10 hour period after a 8-9 week period of        

planning, experimenting and designing in        

sketchbooks (Externally set assignment = 40%) 

 Pupils must have evidence of drawing 

activities as well and written annotations. 

 Pupils will also have to arrange a portfolio of 

work. 

For more information talk to 

Miss McSparron, Ms Sen, Miss Taylor, 

Mrs Bright or Mr Lyons 

 To be able to create personal, imaginative 

outcomes 

This course would be ideal for anyone who: 

 Has an interest in any form of art 

 Is willing to explore a wide range of art  

materials  in 2D and 3D 

Wants to explore a creative pathway 

 

 

 

What will you study? 

 To use the formal elements of art: line,  

 colour, tone, texture, shape, form, pattern 

etc. 

 To draw in a variety of ways 

 To explore a range of artists 

 To be able to make written  annotations  

about yours and others work 

 To explore, experiment and take risks with 

a wide range of media. 



BTEC 3D Design 
This course would be ideal for anyone 

who is creative and technical minded, 

likes designing, making, analysing 

products and are interested in a career 

in Product Design, Graphic Design, 

Architecture, Fashion Design or 

Engineering. It provides students with 

the  opportunity to  develop their 

knowledge and understanding of 

different materials, tools and the use of 

CAD/CAM in a range of design. 

Why study? 

 Develop creative thinking 

 Develop problem solving skills 

 Develop modelling skills 

 Develop understanding of materials 

and construction 

 Develop understanding of 

Technology and the modern world 

 Develop the value and importance 

of Technology 

 Develop curiosity, enquiry and             

independence 

For more information talk to 

Mr Jain 

What will you study? 

 2D and 3D drawing and presentation skills 

 A range of Technology tools and equipment 

 CAD/CAM applications 

 Industrial Manufacturing 

Processes 

 A range of materials and 

finishes used in various design industries 

 Researching and analysis artists, crafts people 

and designers. 

 Mechanical components and devices 

The course is  assessed  

Pupils will cover a total of 4 Units (2 compulsory) 

over Y10 and part of Y11,  plus a 10 hour external 

exam which will be carried out and completed in 

Year 11.  Assessment criteria  is based on Pass, 

Merit and Distinction and all pupils will have to 

follow assignment briefs and complete full units in 

order to complete the course. 

What next? 

After Year 11 you could go on to study a range of 

different Designing and Making subjects and   

courses that include Product Design, Engineering 

or Construction, Graphic Design, Art and Fashion      

Design at A-Level/BTEC and then progress to 

study at degree level 



Business Studies 

This course would be ideal for      any 

students who want to explore real 

business issues and study how businesses 

work.     

Students will consider the practical 

application of business concepts. The 

units provide opportunities to explore 

theories and concepts in the most 

relevant way, through the context of 

events in the business and economic 

world.  

Why study Business 

Studies? 

 Do you see yourself as an 

entrepreneur, manager, your 

own boss, teacher, continue 

with a family business, 

accountant, marketing 

manager or a lawyer? 

 Build your confidence, 

creative thinking and 

communication skills. 

For more information talk to 

Miss Hussain 

What will you study? 

 Learn what entrepreneurship is and how 

businesses are set up. 

 Study external and internal influences on  

Businesses 

 Discover the way businesses produce 

goods and services 

 Learn how businesses organise their 

business and select new employees 

 Learn about advertising and promotion 

 Study the finances of business and how 

money is raised 

The course is assessed as 

100% examination 

Paper 1 = 50%  

Paper 2 = 50% 

What next? 

After Year 11 you could go on to study  AS or A 

Level courses in Business Studies, BTEC Nationals  

Level 3 as well as other courses including, law, 

accountancy, travel and tourism. 

 



Computing 

This course is ideal to learn:  

 how computers are 

programmed 

 How to explore different 

components of a computer 

system 

 Enjoys problem solving 

What will you study? 

 Computer programming and 

algorithms  

 Binary, Hexadecimal and Denary 

number systems  

The course is  assessed  

 Two 90 minute externally set exams 

What next? 

 Future courses :  

A Level Computer Science 

A Level  IT  

Careers 

 Software Developer 

 Hardware Engineer 

 Computer Network Architect  

Why this subject? 

Develop essential skills for modern life 

Develop problem solving skills, analytical 

skills and logical thinking methods.  



Creative iMedia 
This course would be ideal for anyone 

who would like sound ICT skills that are 

transferrable for your future. Planning, 

research, analysis and communicating 

concepts effectively are all key skills for a 

wide range of jobs. 

The Cambridge National qualification is a 

practical course that gives a solid    

understanding of the subject that is     

applicable to any working life. 

Course overview 

 75% coursework  

 25% exam  

 Transferrable skills 

For more information talk to 

Miss Hussain 

What will you study? 

 Pre-Production skills 

 Creating a digital graphic 

 Creating a multipage website 

 Creating  a digital animation 

What next? 

After Year 11 you could go on to study a wide 

range of creative digital courses. The skills are 

also transferrable to any course you choose 

to study. The skills will also support you in a 

range of employment scenarios. 

 



Drama   

 

What next? 

 After Year 11 you could go on to 

study any BTEC or A-level linked to 

the Performing Arts followed by a 

degree course at university or 

Drama School. 

 Past students have gone on to work 

in local  theatre, radio, and other 

media as well as law, project 

management and teaching.  

 

 Develop creativity, confidence,            

discipline and communication. 

 A successful Drama qualification        

suggests good teamwork, co-

operation and inter-personal skills 

all of which are  very valuable in 

any place of work. 

For more information talk to 

Miss McSparron 

Mrs Mitchell 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why study Drama? 

 This course would be ideal for anyone 

interested in rehearsing and 

performing theatre to present to a live 

audience.  

 You need to be resilient, hard-working 

and self-motivated to be successful in 

GCSE Drama. 

 You must have a high level of English 

writing skills as the course is mostly 

theory. 

What will you study and how are 

you assessed?  

Component 1 –Written exam = 40% 

Component 2—Devising Log (2500 written 

words) and performance = 40% 

Component 3 – Performing to a brief = 

20% 



What will you study? 

 Film language, film production and 

organisation and film audiences. 

 Six set texts including one foreign 

language film and a US comparative 

study. 

 How films are made, marketed, 

distributed and exhibited around the 

world. 

The course is assessed  

Non-Exam Assessment = 30% 

Two Written Exams = 70% 

 

Film Studies 

This course would be ideal for anyone 

who is interested in film analysis and 

production.  This course works well with 

Media Studies and will also help with 

your English work! You must be highly 

organised and be able to meet 

deadlines. 

What next? 

After Year 11 you could go on to study  AS or A2 

courses in Film Studies or BTEC in Film/Media  

Production in colleges in Oldham, Tameside and 

Manchester. 

 

Why study? 

 Do you see yourself as a 

presenter, director, editor, 

teacher, photographer, 

screenwriter or journalist? 

 Build your confidence, 

creative thinking and 

communication skills. 

For more information talk to 

Mr. Farrand 



Why study? 

 Love of cooking  

 Wish to further your skills  

 Further education  

 Vast range of careers 

 Life skills  

 

For more information talk to 

Miss Kennedy or Miss Hough  

This course would be ideal for 

anyone who is interested in further 

study, to embark on an 

apprenticeship or full time career in 

the catering or food industries. 

Equally, the qualification is suitable 

for those who have a love for food 

and cooking, and want to master 

their skills for employment, life-long 

learning, or just enjoyment.  

What next? 

After Year 11 you could go on to study catering or 

other food industry qualifications. Food 

qualifications are also useful for careers in; food 

teaching, health care, child care, nutrition, and 

management in the hospitality industry. It is also 

useful if you are interested in becoming a dietician, 

food technologist or entering food retail 

management, and product design. A food 

qualification can lead into a vast range of career 

pathways and further qualifications. Equally, this 

qualification is ideal for students with a love of 

cooking, who wish to further their skills. 

 

What will you study? 

 The environment which hospitality and catering 

providers operate 

 How hospitality and catering companies operate 

 Health and safety requirements  

 Nutrition  

 How to  propose, plan, and cook dishes suitable 

for serving 

The course is  assessed  

One written examination to test theoretical 

knowledge of food preparation and nutrition.  The 

examination is 90 minutes and worth 60% of your 

final grade.  

The remaining 40% of the GCSE mark, is made up 

of coursework.  

Hospitality & Catering 



Dance at Oasis 

 High quantity of practical lessons (please 

consider underlying medical issues)  

 ALL lessons timetabled in large, mirrored 

dance studio 

 Technique lessons every week 

 Previous experience in dance desired but 

NOT essential 

 Performing in front of an audience is an 

ESSENTIAL part of the course  

Dance 
The course 

The courses aim to develop technical and 

theoretical dance skills. The students will learn to 

work individually and as a group to develop the 

skills  required for a successful career in dance or 

related fields. The courses also  involves regular 

practical sessions and allows the students to gain 

an insight in to the various features of dance 

(choreography, movement, setting, form, 

accompaniment, interpretation and cultural 

context.) 

Career Progressions… 
What next? 
Once you have developed key skills such as 

discipline, motivation, creativity and team work 

your dance skills can be applied creatively in 

many ways. This will assist entry into a career 

relating to performing arts such as a dancer, 

entertainer, stage manager and much more. 

This is an opportunity to prepare you for 

employment or further education as it provides 

you with the skills for independent learning. 

Over the 3 Year course, you will; 

1. Perform in dance routines in front of an 

audience 

2. Learn and choreograph your own dances 

3. Learn, research and study professional                   

practitioners 

4. Choreograph your own work for others to 

dance in with you. 

5. Keep a dance journal to help you  write a 

portfolio of additional notes. 



What next? 

After Year 11 you could go on to study;  

BTEC Level 3 in Health and Social Care 

BTEC Level 2 Diploma in Health and Social 

Care 

Apprenticeship in Health and Social Care 

 

What will you study? 

 Human life span development 

 Health and social care values 

 Health and Wellbeing 

 

How is the course assessed? 

Over 3 Years you will complete: 

4 coursework pieces (worth 60% of the 

overall grade)  

1 external synoptic exam (a 2 hour paper, 

worth 40% of the overall grade). 
Why study Health and Social 

Care? 

 This is an interesting, fun and     

diverse course. 

 Learn about real life case studies. 

 Opportunities for work experience 

placements. 

For more information talk to: 

Mr Mason  

Health & Social Care 

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT? 

This Health and Social Care course 

introduces you to a career in healthcare and 

provides an introduction to the healthcare 

sector. This is an brilliant way to give 

yourself a kick start in this profession whilst 

also providing you with transferable skills 

and knowledge.  



Child Development 

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT? 

This child development course 

introduces you to a career in childcare, 

education and play work. This is an 

excellent way to kick start your career 

in childcare because it teaches you all 

the basics in looking after children. 

 

Why study Child Development 

 Learn about the characteristics of 

child development from birth 

 Learn how children develop 

through play 

 Learn reasons why children may 

need support  

 

For more information talk to: 

Mr Mason  

What will you study? 

 Understanding child development 

 Communication with children 

 Supporting Children’s play for 

learning 

 

How is the course assessed? 

 Year 9: Development of knowledge 

and preparation for coursework.  

 Year 10: Coursework Assignments  

 Year 11: External assignment  

BTEC LEVEL 2 TECH AWARD: 

 Pass (Equivalent to a Grade 4 at 

GCSE) 

 Merit (Equivalent to a Grade 5-6 at 

GCSE) 

 Distinction (Equivalent to a grade 7 

at GCSE)  

 



Travel and Tourism 

Explore the aims of different travel and 

tourism organisations, from Hotels and 

Hospitality to Aviation.  Develop skills 

and understanding of a global industry 

and the impact it has on both 

consumers and the planet.  

What will you study? 

 Influences of Global Travel 

 Organisations and Destinations 

 Customer needs and how to 

respond 

How is the course assessed? 

 Range of coursework Units 

 One external assessment 

What Next? 

 Continue to study Travel and 

Tourism at College to Level 3 

 Explore careers in aviation, 

hospitality both in the UK and 

abroad 



Physical Education 

This course is suitable for anyone with the 
following skills, abilities and interests: 

Skills: You need to be well organised, be able 
to work in groups and independently and 
have good writing skills in order to draw 
information from learnt content in exam 
conditions. 

Abilities: You will need ability in a number of 
sporting activities, both team sports and  
individual sports.   

Interests: You should have an interest in       
Physical Education, you should be interested 
in and willing to try a range of practical 
activities, including leadership,  and have a 
passion for learning about Physical Education 
in a theoretical context. 

What next? 

It can lead onto A level Physical Education at 

college as well as progression to related 

vocational qualifications such as BTEC Level 3 

courses in Sport. The course develops        

transferable key skills that employers are 

looking for ,which can lead to a wide variety of 

employment opportunities such as recreational 

management, leisure activities,     coaching, 

officiating, teaching, the fitness industry as well 

as the Armed Forces and the Civil Service. 

What will you study? 

 Contemporary Issues in Sport 

 Developing Sports Skills 

 Sports Leadership 

 Outdoor and Adventurous Activities  

How is the course assessed? 

25% written assessment over 1 

examination paper of 1 hour. 

75% practical assessment over 3 units - 

Sports Skills, Sports Leadership and Sport 

and Outdoor Adventurous  Activities 

Why study PE? 

This course builds on the knowledge, 

understanding and skills established in Key 

Stage 3 Physical Education. It will give you 

exciting opportunities to be involved in a      

number of different physical activities, 

promoting a healthy, active lifestyle. It also 

develops a theoretical side to learning in 

Physical Education by developing 

knowledge and understanding in 

physiological/scientific and psychological/

social content. 

For more information talk to 

Mr Snape 


