
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
30th October 2023         RON/Mlf 

 
Fresh Start Phonics Intervention Letter  

 
Dear Parent/Carer,         
 
At the start of this academic year, your child carried out a reading age test. I am writing to 
inform you that your child has been identified as a student who is significantly below their 
chronological age with a standardised score below 100.  
 
Child’s Name: 
2023 Reading age (In years):  
Standardised Score (SAS)  
 
At Oasis Academy Oldham, we aim to support and assist students who are below their 
chronological age. Your child will require targeted intervention to close the attainment gap.  
 
A programme called Fresh Start Phonics will be delivered by a qualified member of staff which 
will support your child’s academic development. Fresh Start is a systematic synthetic phonics 
programme for struggling readers aged 9 – 13+. Your child will be taught at their challenge 
point, so they learn to read accurately and fluently. The programme engages students with 
high-interest, age-appropriate reading materials and will accelerates your child’s progress with 
finely levelled Modules, supplemented by age-appropriate Anthologies. 
 
All intervention sessions will take place during the school day. Your child’s timetable will be 
adapted accordingly to allow for the targeted intervention. The Fresh Start Phonics 
Intervention programme will be run in small groups of ten, which will give your child the 
opportunity to have time each day with an intervention teacher.  
 
As a school we have also invested in an online system called Oxford Owl which enhances all 
students’ phonological awareness, vocabulary, comprehension, endurance, memory, silent 
reading fluency and provides the ability to systematically master higher levels of text. 
 
Your child will be expected to complete their Oxford Owl homework once per week, which will 
be monitored and tracked by their Fresh Start intervention teachers every Friday.  
 
The system will expose your child to a range of texts and vocabulary which will develop your 
child’s cultural capital and their ability to make connections with the world around them, whilst 
providing them with the skills they need to succeed in all their GCSE examinations.  
 
At Oasis Academy Oldham, we want to give your child the best opportunities to achieve their 
goals or aspirations and strive to be the best they can be. By encouraging and developing 



 

your child’s reading skills we are providing them with chances which will allow them to make 
informed choices across curriculum subjects.  
 
Also, research shows that turning on subtitles in the same language as the TV show or film 
can indeed improve children's reading skills. It can also help them improve their vocabulary 
and boost their comprehension skills and reading fluency even further.  
  
By working together, we can support your child’s development regarding reading for pleasure 
as this is at the heart of our curriculum. Research indicates that there are strong links between 
reading for pleasure and educational outcomes, enabling students to improve comprehension, 
vocabulary, and inference skills. Whilst academic attainment is of vital importance, reading for 
pleasure goes beyond this and can increase empathy, our understanding of the world and our 
personal well-being. Put simply, reading is amazing and hugely beneficial!  
 
It is essential that your child continues to read aloud to another adult or independently, as this 
will continue to allow them to build their reading fluency and confidence. We have provided a 
list of age-appropriate books which your child might enjoy, along with a parental prompt sheet 
to support you when assisting your child.  
 
Your child can also access books on their iPad via the new E library app which is an online 
library. This programme also has audio ability built into certain books, which will allow your 
child to listen and visualise what is happening in the story.  
 

 
  
We would really like your support to encourage your child to read every night to yourself or 
another adult and complete their Oxford Owl homework once a week. This will continue to 
build and consolidate onto the intervention sessions, throughout which they are receiving 
within school.  
 
If you have any further questions, then please do not hesitate to ask.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Ms R O’Neill 
Rebecca.oneill@oasisoldham.org 
National Lead Practitioner for Literacy, Secondary 
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